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BABYLON 5 - THE SAGA 


J. Michael Straczynski has seen the future. 


his past January a science fiction epic started 
H is unfold. Following its successful two hour 
pilot, Joseph Straczynski’s BABYLON 5 aired as a 
syndicated television series on the Warner Bros 
Prime Time Entertainment Network. Straczynski’s 
odyssey takes place in the year 2258 aboard the 
last of five Babylon stations. The time period is 
10 years after the Earth/Minbari War, a 
war that was the outcome of a botched 
first contact with the Minbari. 
The Babylon Project was 
developed to keep peace 
and prevent war among 
the various denizens of 
space. The first three 
Babylon outposts 
were destroyed 
through sabotage, the 
fourth mysteriously 
disappeared. Babylon 5 must 
act as the sole peacekeeper among the once-war- 
ring alien governments. Mingling with the extrater- 
restrial diplomats that are based on this station 
are smugglers, terrorists, and wanderers. 
BABYLON 5 has been a vision of Straczynski’s 
that he has been preparing for over six years. A 
final episode for BABYLON 5, which he intends to 


air at the end of the series’ five year arc, has 
already been planned. The basic story outline for 
each episode that will lead up to this climax is kept 
under lock and key until the production time of an 
individual episode begins. 
Writers for the series 
include Larry DiTillo, 
Dorothy Fontana, David 
Gerrold, and Christy Marx. 
Also working with 


rae 


Straczynski as conceptual 
artist is sci-fi writer/guru 
Harlan Ellison. 
“The Gathering” (BABY- 
LON 5's pilot episode), which 

had aired in February 1993, 

. attracted 13.9 million viewers and 
-> as a result prompted the network to agree 
to produce 22 episodes. 140 markets were 

signed-up nationwide as carriers of this impressive 

sci-fi series. In September 1993 BABYLON 5 had 
won its first Emmy award for its visual effects in 

“The Gathering,” thanks to its special effects cre- 

ators, Foundation Imaging. 

BABYLON 5 viewers will be happy to know that 
the series has been renewed for another season. 

Suddenly Straczynski's future looks very bright. x 


PSI CORPS HARASSMENT REPORTED 


he Psi Corps are once again 

under the scrutiny of private 
citizens who are claiming that 
their quasi-militaristic style is 
taking away an individuals right to 
privacy. The most recent claim was made by a 
dock worker, Janza Nortaka, who had complained 
that undercover Psi Cops were using telepathy 
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on her without a legitimate reason. 

lt is believed that the Psi Corps are participating 
in an investigation that might tie Nortaka with the 
increased level of contraband that is being smug- 
gled aboard Babylon 5. Psi Corps repre- 
sentatives insist that this is a Babylon 
5 security matter and that they have 
no interest in this case. * 


Kew 


AND THE SKY WAS FULL OF STARS 
A brief introduction to the regulars of BABYLON 5. 


he stellar cast of BABYLON 5 is comprised of an The aliens aboard the station vary from imperialistic 

impressive list of familiar and unfamiliar faces . . . not delegates to murderous creatures. Minbari Ambassador 
all of the series’ actors are from the original pilot, a few Delenn is played by Mira Furlan. Delenn’s assistant, 
characters have been replaced. In command of the 51% Lennier, is played by actor Bill Mumy. G'Kar, the cagey Narn 
mile long, 2⁄2 million ton Babylon 5 station is Jeffrey Ambassador, is played by Andreas Katsulas. Na’Toth, the 
Sinclair, a veteran of the Earth/Minbari War, played by diplomatic aid to G'Kar is played by Caitlin Brown. Londo 
actor Michael O'Hare. Second-in-command is the cynical Mollari, the Centauri Ambassador with the peacock hairdo, 
officer Susan Ivanova, played by Claudia Christian. is played by Peter Jurasik. His assistant Virell is played by 
Irreverent security chief Michael Garibaldi, who is fond of Stephen Furst. Ambassador Kosh Narane, played by 
classic Warner Bros cartoons, is played by Jerry Doyle. Ardwright Chaberlain, is a mysterious looking alien with a 
The medlabs’ Dr. Stephen Franklin is played by Richard huge flowing robe - as if he is hiding something more then 
Biggs. Babylon 5’s Psi Corps Telepath, Talia Winters, is secrets. N’Grath is an insectoid alien, created by Optic 
played by Andrea Thompson. Nerve, who controls the mobster dealings on Babylon 5. * 


STATION UPDATE EARTH UPDATE 


WAR MEMORIAL  EARTH-LUNAR SMOG-GOG 
UNVEILING RELIC FOUND INVENTOR DIES 


memorial holoplack, dedicated to moon base excavation for a new dward T. Adumz, inventor of the 

those who died in the Earth/ biolab revealed an archeological personal SMOG-GOG eyewear, suc- 
Minbari War, will be unveiled in the find which may date back 289 years, cumbed to radiation poisoning. Adumz 
Babylon 5 Quad area next month. to 1969 when Earth first started Was active as a reserve soldier in the 
Officiating the dedication will be Earth their manned lunar explorations. Earth/Minbari War, and as a result 
and Minbari delegates. It is hoped that The small orb4ike object appears was exposed to high-level radiation. He 
the ceremony would symbolize the to be composed of a rubber-based had been undergoing detoxification 
progress among the Earth Alliance substance, possibly originally used as treatment for the past 11 years. 
members. an amusement piece called a golf In 2245 Adumz developed an 

ball. infrared corneal implant that allows the 


» receiver to view up to 2 kilometers in a 
` 7 dense urban smog. 
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Minbari Ambassador Delenn 


Profile: The Minbari ambassador on Babylon 5 is Delenn. 
Her objective as an ambassador for Minbari seems to be 
to promote peace with the five major powers. There is a 
suspicion that she may be a member of the Grey Council 
who has been sent to keep a watchful eye on Commander 
Sinclair, should the secret of his blacked-out memory of his 
detention on a Minbari craft emerge. 

One of the four alien alliances aboard Babylon 5, the 
Minbari can be recognized by the bony crest that covers 
the back of their head. Their races whichis divider 
two castes - a religious sect a military sect, is cur- 
rently being torn apart by the different factions. 


Credentials: Actress Mira Furlan, who plays the Minbari 
Ambassador Delenn, is a emigrant rom, Yugoslavia. 
Though Furlan is a new face to television viewers in the 
U.S., she appeared in severa 
Sarajevo, A Better Life, The Prou 
Town in Yugoslavia. 

For Furlan’s theatrical role in A Month in a Country 
she had won a Dubravko Dujsin Award, and the Theater 
Critics Best Actress of the Season Award for her role in 
Alpha-Beta. 

She has won a Golden Arena Award for Best Leading 
Role for her acting in the film The Beauty of Sin, a Golden 
Arena for Best Supporting Role in Cyclops, and appeared 
in Three for Happiness, which was winner of the Grand 
Prix Award at the Valencia Film Festival, and When Father 
Was Away on Business, an Oscar-nominated movie which 
won the Palme d'Or at the Cannes Film Festival. 


Commander Jeffrey David Sinclair 


Profile: Jeffrey Sinclair, born May 3, 2218 on Mars 
Colony, is currently in command of the Earth Alliance 
Babylon 5 space station. Previous to his command posi- 
tion Sinclair was a squadron leader who was on duty dur- 
ing the Earth/Minbari War. During his participation in the 
Battle of The Line Sinclair witnessed the death of his 
entire squadron while they were under his commend. 
Surviving the raid Sinclair was abducted onto a Minbari 
ship by the Grey Council. Most of the 24 hours of his 
detainment had been mysteriously blacked-out from his 
memory. 

The Minbari mysteriously surrendered just when victo- 
ry was within their grasp. Under the condition that the 
Minbari would be able to choose the commanding officer 

the Skat inak 5 station the Minbari became the Srat 


over more panied 
Minbari’s choice. 


t emblazoned with a Sinclair 
lane from the 1940's. 


Credentials: Actor Michael O'Hare, who plays first-in-com- 
mand aboard the Babylon 5 space station, is not a new- 
comer to television. His television acting experience 
includes guest appearances in The Equalizer, L. A. Law, 
Kate & Allie, Trapper John M.D., and parts in the mini- 
series Rage of Angles and Case of Deadly Force. 

He has appeared in many stage productions, includ- 
ing Galileo, Man and Superman, Players, and Shades of 
Brown. 

O'Hare’s film credits include By a Thread, Honeymoon 2 
Cottage, Into Thin Air, and Pursuit. * 


Midnight on the Firing Line 


"Whe on the Firing Line,” the series premiere 
episode, is an adventure that brings the Narn 
regime into conflict with the Centauri republic. 

The action starts off with an attack on Regesh 3 by 
mysterious raiders. Regesh 3, once Narn property, has 
been a Centauri agricultural colony for over a century. The 
head researcher on this outpost is Ambassador Londo 
Mollari’s nephew Carn Mollari. Londo, using his persua- 
sive title, had Carn positioned there so that he would not 
have to serve in the military. 

During a viewing of a recording of the attack Londo 
notices that one of the attacking raider crafts is a Narn 
ship. Taking this attack personally he accuses Narn 
Ambassador G'Kar of having full knowledge of the inci- 
dent. Londo demands that a hearing between the Babylon 
5 Council and the League on Non-Aligned Worlds take 
place so that they can vote to create sanctions against 
the Narn government. 

In the secondary story Babylon 5's telepath, Talia 
Winters, is trying to develop a relationship with second-in- 
command, Susan Ivanova — who is giving her a very frigid 
case of the cold shoulder. 

During the hearing of the Narn’s involvement in the 
attack a message comes in from Carn. He explains that it 
was not an attack but was actually staged to get atten- 
tion. Carn states that due to the lack of support that the 
outpost has been getting from Centauri Prime, outbreaks 
among the colonists are causing divisions and anarchy in 
the government. Ragesh 3 had asked Homeworld 
Command for help in this matter but there was no 
response. Many of the colonist became allied with the 
Narn government, who promised them support in helping 
to liberate the colony from Centuari. 

Babylon 5 commander Jeffery Sinclair has a suspicion 
that something is amiss and investigates another situation 
that involves the same raiders that had attacked Ragesh 
3. Sinclair finds the raiders making a move on a transport 
ship. As a fight ensues he realizes that the raiders are 
trying to distract him from something . . . a hidden com- 
mand and control ship. Aboard is a Narn captain who is 
carrying data crystals which prove that the colonists were 
being forced to comply with the Narns who are trying to 
recapture Ragesh 3. 

In the meantime as Talia is passing Londo in the hall- 
way she reads his thoughts . . . which are totally focused 
on killing G'Kar. Talia alerts security chief Michael Garibaldi 
X who confronts Londo, persuading him that his action may 


* harm the colonists in the long run. Londo agrees. 


Talia finally meets-up with Susan, who explains that she 
has been avoiding her because telepaths bring her bad 
memories of her mother who was a telepath. As a 
telepath you must register yourself and either become a 
Psi Corps member, take drugs to inhibit your abilities, or 
go to prison. Susan's mother decided to take the drugs 
which eventually caused her to commit suicide. The 
episode ends without the two making a bond. 

Carn Mollari is played by Peter Trencher. 


The Soul Hunter 


ra io Soul Hunter” involves a race of beings that 
become guardians of souls which are drawn out of 
beings who are in the process of dying. Using a type of 
vacuum machine the soul hunters capture the soul's 
essence and preserve it for eternity in a glass orb that 
float around fairytike. The hunters believe that they are 
benefiting the dying being since the soul dies with its 
owner. The Minbari have defended their dying people from 
the deeds of the soul hunters since the Minbari believe 
that when a being dies its soul will transcend to another 
life. Soul hunters feel that they are heroes for saving the 
souls, the Minbari see them as monsters who are steal- 
ing them. 

A misguided soul hunter arrives on Babylon 5 - his 
idea of preserving one’s soul is by killing the person in the 
process . . . even if the person is in the best of health. 
Minbari Ambassador Delenn is a priority on his list of new 
acquisitions to his collection. Delenn is captured and 
hooked-up to the machine, ready to be processed, but 
Sinclair saves her just in the nick of time. Before the soul 
hunter is taken into custody (by other soul hunters who 
have been looking for him) his collection of souls are 
released. 

The part of the deranged soul hunter is played by W. 
Morgan Sheppherd. 


— alfway into its premier 
season BABYLON 5 
has proven itself to be a 


long awaited entry into the 
science fiction universe. In 
several months the series 
had developed dozens of 
characters, introduced us 
to new technology (in story 
and in real-life), and spun 
adventures that set a new standard for science fiction the- 
atre. BABYLON 5 has been compared to other sci-fi adven- 
tures — the Alien episodes, the Star Trek generations, the 
Star Wars epics, Blade Runner — but none of those are on 
par with this series. 

BABYLON 5 is multi-layered, its storylines are both con- 
tinuous and specific to individual episodes. The continuous 
story, the backbone to the series, is constantly being built 
onto. Each individual storyline which may complete its involve- 
ment in the series at the end of that episode, leaves a puzzle 
piece behind. 

Each character contributes to each story layer. For 
example, Sinclair's layers start with his past involvement in 
the Earth/Minbari War, the second layer is his current com- 
mand post, his next layer is shrouded in mystery - why was 
he placed in command of the Babylon 5 station? His layers 
are connected with the Minbari who were involved in getting 
him his present position. He is also connected to the 


Centauri layers . . . who are connected to the Narn layers. 
Each character has a future goal and realistic characteriza- 
tions. As alien as each extraterrestrial creature may 
appear, they all have the same common needs and faults 
as humans do. 

BABYLON 5's energy layers are credited to its produc- 
tion and direction teams, with special effects helping to build- 
up these layers (speaking of special effects . . . | can’t 
understand how Satellite Orbit [June 1994] can remark that 
BABYLON 5’s award-winning special effects are second 
rate!). The creation of alien space crafts that have organic 
shapes and colors are indicative of the beings that drive 
them through the stars. Each alien has its own presence. 
Some appear humanoid . . . some without any resemblance 
what-so-ever to anything earth-like. BABYLON 5's lighting is 
very moody, and at the same time giving the station a realis- 
tic aura. The lighting on the bridge is full of tension, while the 
hallways are surreal with the fear of danger lurking behind 
every turn. 

The Centurian Sentinel is also a layer of BABYLON 5. 
Our goal is to act as a complementary tie-in by supporting J. 
Michael Straczynski's effort to produce a classic sci-fi televi- 
sion series. In each issue we will give profiles of characters 
and summaries of BABYLON 5 episodes. We are hoping 
that members are interested in participating in this effort — 
send in your BABYLON 5 related stories and illustrations for 
publication. 

And let the Prime Time Entertainment Network in your 
area know that you appreciate BABYLON 5... send them a 


letter of support! * - MYKL 


THE SOFTWARE THAT 
LAUNCHED A THOUSAND SHIPS 


Hc: do you create a city-sized space station, exploding 
alien spaceships, and extraterrestrial creatures on a 
limited budget, and in a short amount of time? Answer: by 
using a Video Toaster (see software advertisement at right 
from March 1994 issue of Video Toaster User) combined 
with an Amiga 2000 computer. With a four man animation 
crew, a systems engineer, and some low-end computer 
equipment Foundation Imaging has been able to produce 
computer generated special effects that are elaborate 
enough to use on BABYLON 5. * 


Narn Ambassador G’Kar 
by Nicholas, 4 years. 
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STATION EXCHANGE 
WANTED 


In search of a video copy of BABYLON 5's pilot, “The Gathering.” Needed for 
reference. Contact: Michael Zmuda, 17 Orchard Rd., Putnam Valley, NY 10579. 


DATA REFERENCES 


Following is a list of recently published BABYLON 5 
related articles: 


Alien Ambassador (Mira Furlan article), Joe Nazzaro, 
Starlog No. 202 - May 1994, page 41. 


Babylon 5, Franchising Outer Space, lt Came From The 
Video Toaster, Casting Changes, Foundation Imaging, 
Season Preview, Makeup Effect, Designing the Future, and 
Captain Power, Mark A. Attman, Cinefantastique, Vol. 
25/No. 2 - April 1994, page 24. 

Babylon & Beyond (Richard Compton article), Joe Nazzaro, 
Starlog Platinum No. 3 - 1994, page 48. 

Babylon's Finest (Jerry Doyle article), Joe Nazzaro, Starlog 
No. 203 - June 1994, page 77. 

From Script to Screen: A Sky Full Of Stars For Babylon 5 
(Foundation Imaging article), by Mojo, Video Toaster User, 
June 1994, page 58. 

Imperfect Warrior (Michael O'Hare article), Joe Nazzaro, 
Starlog Platinum, No. 2 - 1994, page 24. 
Secona-In-Command (Claudia Christian article), Marco 
Shapiro, Starlog, No. 204 - July 1994, page 47. 

Space Race (TV Sci-fi article), Benjamin Svetkey, 
Entertainment Weekly, No. 205 - January 14, 1994, 

page 12. 

The Alien Master of Babylon 5 (Optic Nerve article), Ed 
Flixman, Sci-Fi Entertainment, Vol. 1/No. 2 - August 1994, 
page 38. 

Toasting Babylon 5 (Foundation Imaging article), Christalene 
Loren, Cinefex, No. 57 - March 1994, page 11. 


SPEAKING IN ALIEN TONGUE 
QUESTION: How many typos can you find in this ad that was 
recently spotted in the June 1994 issue of Cinefex (who 
cares about the spelling when Andrea La Vine does amazing 
make-up)? 


ACTORS 
Yom {ruhe 
Stephen Rae 
Brad Pitt 
Robert Enghisd 
fim Carry 
Hichead jackson 


FEATURES 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


The following address may be used to send fan mail or pho- 
tograph/autograph requests to. If you are sending an item 
to be autographed do not forget to enclose an SASE for its 
return. There is no guarantee that you will get a response — 
so good luck! 

c/o Babylon 5 

Warner Bros Television 

4000 Warner Boulevard 

Burbank, CA 91505 


Membership Information for The Centaurian Sentinel 


The Centaurian Sentinel is a newsletter and fan club for people who appreciate 
J. Michael Straczynski's television series BABYLON 5, and a forum for sci-fi fans. 


The Centaurian Se 


nel is sanctioned by J. Michael Straczynski. 


Membership to The Centaurian Sentinel includes: 


° h o=o 


. < Membership Card 


All members also have an opportunity to have their BABYLON 15 related artwork and stories published in 


The Centaurian Sentinel (nothing gratuitous please). 


Annual dues are $12 for U.S. and Canadian memberships, and $24 for overse — memberships. Please make 
unds payable to Michael Zmuda. If you have any questions please send them to 1 sic ent 
c/o Michael Zmuda, 17 Orchard Road, Putnam Valley, NY 10579, or call 914/526-3834 (no collect call a 


